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The process of assessment of written works  
on the new format of university entrance exams in  

the Republic of Azerbaijan 



2006 General education concept (National Curriculum) in the Azerbaijan Republic   
 approved by Cabinet of Ministers of the Azerbaijan 

2007  New subject curricula for grades I-IV was developed and approved 

2008  The primary school students enrolled in 1st grade started their education with 
 new subject curricula 

2012 The State Students Admission Commission (now The State Examination Center) 
started to administrate the school leaving examination of  students graduating from the 
general secondary education (9 years) and the complete secondary education (11 years). 

Introduction 

Graduation from  
11th grade - 2019 



University entrance exams 

Subjects Questions 
Maximum 

score 

Instructional 

language 

5 open ended + 5 multiple choice questions on each of  2 reading passages, 

10 multiple choice questions (Grammar) 

30 questions in total 

100 

Mathematics 13 multiple choice questions  

5 open ended (fill in) questions 

7 open ended questions 

25 questions in total 

100 

Foreign language 3 open ended + 3 multiple choice questions on listening passage, 

4 open ended + 4 multiple choice questions on listening passage, 

16 multiple choice questions (Grammar) 

30 questions in total 

100 

1st PHASE 

2nd PHASE 
Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Questions 

Maximum 

score 

Mathematics Mathematics Native language Biology 22 multiple choice questions  

5 open ended (fill in) questions 

3 open ended questions on given 

situation (text) 

30 questions in total 

150 

Physics Geography History Chemistry 150 

Chemistry History Literature Physics 100 



Sector Instructional language Mathematics Foreign language 

Azerbaijanian 92254 92254 92191 

Russian 7165 7165 7145 

English --- 160 160 

Georgian 81 81 81 

French --- 1 1 

Total 99500 99661 99578 

1st PHASE 

2nd PHASE 
Sector Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 

SPRING Session 

Azerbaijanian 24950 12645 19941 4399 

Russian 2276 1386 1451 549 

SUMMER Session 

Azerbaijanian 18238 10107 16416 3702 

Russian 1640 1027 1149 448 

Students 



 Scanning and encoding the answer sheets. 
 Splitting the scanned answer sheets into parts according to the test items.  

The stages of the assessment process 

Item by item 
 Selection of sample written works and entering the etalon marks for the 
process of calibration of assessors (markers). 
 Refinement of marking criteria. 
 The process of calibration of assessors before the assessment. 
 Assessment. 
 Investigation of special occasions. 

Announcement of results  

Appeal process. 



New code 

Scanning and Encoding the answer sheets; Splitting the scanned answer sheets into parts according to the test items.  

 Information about student given here is 

deleted by the program  



Splitting the scanned answer sheets into parts according to the test items.  



Splitting the scanned answer sheets into parts according to the test items.  



Selection of sample written works and entering the etalon marks for the process of calibration of assessors (markers).  

Sample works are selected by experts from among approx. 2000 works on 
each question.  

For the calibration process,  7 to 10 iterations of works  are 
prepared for each item. Each iteration includes 10 to 20 works. 

Sample works are considered to cover all marking 
range and solution forms given in criteria. 

Marking options 

Adding new criteria  

Number of selected 
works in accordance 
with each mark option 



Criteria for marking the written works. 

Refinement of marking criteria. 

 
Using the findings at the stage of “selection 
of sample works”, the marking criteria are 

refined and confirmed for assessment. 
 



Etalon mark Mark given by assessor Iterations 

Administrator 

mode 

The process of calibration 
is carrying out prior to 

assessment of each item 

Number of items per iteration 

The process of calibration of assessors before the assessment. 

Iteration 1 

Iteration 2 



The process of calibration of assessors before the assessment. 

Assessor 

mode 

Etalon 
mark 

Mark given by 
assessor 

Assessors failed to pass the process of calibration in a given iteration, review the works 
they marked differently from etalon marks before they start to next iteration.  They also 
get support from experts for any clarification about  marking criteria and so on. 

The process of calibration not only serve to a selection of eligible 
assessors, it also trains assessors to mark answers according to the given 
criteria, not to their own opinion.  



Assessment process. 

The assessment process carrying out 
item by item. 

The students’ works on given item is 
selected randomly by program  and is 
presented to two assessors for marking 
which are also selected randomly. 

If the marks given by these two assessors 
match with each other, then the given 
mark is entered as a final mark. 

If not. The program present the same 
work to third assessor. 

Assessor 1 1 

mark 

Assessor 2 1 

final 
mark 

1 

Assessor 3 

0 

mark 

1 

final 
mark 

1 

1 

During the assessment processes the assessors use 
the refined version of the marking criteria. 

 
Assessors needs to pass the calibration process  

prior to assessment of works on each item. 



Investigation of special occasions. 

Protocol about 
exam process 

Special occasions 
in exam 

Investigations are carrying out 
according to 
 

 records of invigilators on their 
protocols of exam process 
 

 notes of assessors on assessment 
process 

Main issues   

 Writing of the solution of one item to 
space allocated to another item 
 

 Writing of the solution of  an item out of 
the frame allocated for that item 
 

 Low quality scanned works 



Announcement of results. 

Items 

Marks 

Multiple 
choice 
items 

Multiple choice items 

Total score 

Students  were also  
provided with 
 

 the scanned versions of    
written works on subject Native 
language and mathematics 
 

 the marking criteria of each 
item on both subjects 

         

1858 students (1593 from 1st phase and 265 from 
2nd phase; 1.11% of all students) appealed for 
correction of marks on 14800 works (0.49% off all 
works). 
 

Appeal Council made corrections on 726 students’ 
(0.43% of all students) marks on 892 works in 
total (0.03% of all works). 

Appeal Process 
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The State Examination Center  
of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
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